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doubt, though there is an opinion that their genesis may be
traced to even earlier dates. Through its intimate contact with
the forces of life during the classical age the country became
conscious of newer possibilities that were considered realisable
by man if he could accept the whole of himself including his vital
and sensuous natures as the field of his spiritual pursuits. And
both of these cults restarted in the post-classical age with this
refreshing and wider outlook. Vaishnavism received a great
impetus during the classical age, especially during the Gupta
period when its main scriptures, the Bhagavata and the epics,
underwent the redaction into their present forms. Through
these powerful literary influences the Vaishnavism of the North
spread to the South where it took a more intellectual form but
was equally, if not more, productive in the cultural life of the
people which expressed itself amazingly in a vast literature and
in the arts, particularly in the gorgeous massiveness of its archi-
tecture in which the creative soul poured out the whole of its
wealth, all inspired by and articulating an outburst of bhakti.
The heyday of Vaishnavism, however, is witnessed in the life and
teachings of Sri Chaitanya of Bengal. Here the aim was to
sublimate the vital impulses of man through the intensity of
devotion into an absolute adoration of the Divine. But it could
not go beyond an inner psychic experience turned towards the
inner Divine, and whenever a greater externalisation was
attempted we know what happened, vitalistic deterioration,
corruption and eventual decay. Besides, an entirely spiritual
integration was not possible in Vaishnavism in which man sought
an eternal nearness to the Divine in His world of Light and not
an absolute immergence in Him which was a conception of
later Vedanta. Nevertheless, it was the heart here that received
the light and found its fruition ; and the curve of India's destiny,
though yet bound to the levels of the earth, had, it seems, begun
to look towards heaven dreaming of the eternal Brindavan and
of its establishment in terrestrial life as the consummation of
man's spiritual endeavour.

In a sense Tantrikism may be said to have made a nearer
approach to the ideal towards which the soul of India has been
moving throughout her history. It also is a remarkable flowering
of the Indian spirit and another indication of the spiritual re-
naissance that was to have dawned as the crowning fruit of the
creative efforts of India terminating with the classical age during
which Tantrikism was another dominant cult, and many of its
scriptures including the Chandi, the quintessence of Tantric
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